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Nov. 12, 1993
UM LAW SCHOOL LANDS TWO-YEAR GRANT TO TRAIN JUDGES
MISSOULA The University of Montana School of Law has received a $99,412 grant from the State Justice
Institute in Washington, D.C., to provide a basic legal education program for the many non-lawyer
judges in Montana’s municipal and justice of the peace courts.
Scheduled to begin in summer 1994, the pilot program of workshops and individualized
instruction will delve into areas of Montana law that justice and municipal court judges have to deal
with most often. Courses will cover contracts and torts, property, criminal law and procedure, civil
procedure, remedies and constitutional law.
Landing the two-year grant was a collaborative effort by the law school and the Montana
Supreme Court’s Commission of Courts of Limited Jurisdiction and came after several attempts to get
funding from other sources.
"It’s very exciting," Professor and former law school Dean Martin Burke said Thursday. "One
of the reasons we feel so strongly about this is that more people have contact with these courts than
with any other court."
In Montana, judges in these courts are elected. The majority of them have no legal training
since none is required.
Beyond providing judges with a broad base of legal knowledge and better understanding of
Montana statutes, the program is designed to hone judges’ analytical skills and develop their ability
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to apply legal standards on issues they often confront It will also set up a closer working relationship
between them and the law school and establish a model for training judges in Montana.
The program will include in-residence sessions at UM during summer 1994 and 1995, a fall
weekend workshop and other long-distance learning opportunities. The law school, in conjunction with
the commission, is preparing guidelines for acceptance into the program. Up to 30 of Montana’s 124
justice and municipal court judges will be admitted. Participants will earn college credit.
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CONTACT: Law Professor Martin Burke, 243-4386
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